
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
In the Episcopal Diocese of East Carolina 

 

 
  The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 25, 2021 

Open doors. Open hearts. Open hands. 

We will welcome all to live God’s mission, teach Christ’s love 

and transform our community by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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The Holy Eucharist 

 
Voluntary                               Berceuse                                               Louis Vierne 
             
Processional                         Sing praise to God who reigns above                   Hymnal 408                   

 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People                And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Gloria                      Hymnal S280 

Glory to God in the highest,  

   and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father, 

   we worship you, we give you thanks,  

   we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,    

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:      

   have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

      you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

       Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing 

is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and 

guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The people may be seated. 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab 

with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and 

besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 

It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking 

about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; 

the woman was very beautiful. David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It 

was reported, “This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 

So David sent messengers to get her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. 

(Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. 

The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.” 

So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to 

David. When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and 

how the war was going. Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and 

wash your feet.” Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a 

present from the king. But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all 

the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. When they told David, 

“Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You have just come 

from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?” Uriah said to David,  
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“The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the servants 

of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to 

drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do 

such a thing.” Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I 

will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, 

David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the 

evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not 

go down to his house. 

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. In 

the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then 

draw back from him, so that he may be struck down and die.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 14 

Dixit insipiens 

1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God."  

All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; 

there is none who does any good. 

2 The LORD looks down from heaven upon us all,  

to see if there is any who is wise, 

if there is one who seeks after God. 

3 Every one has proved faithless; 

all alike have turned bad;  

there is none who does good; no, not one. 

4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers  

who eat up my people like bread 

and do not call upon the LORD? 
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5 See how they tremble with fear,  

because God is in the company of the righteous. 

6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted,  

but the LORD is their refuge. 

7 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion!  

when the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, 

Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 

 

A Reading from Ephesians 3:14-21 

I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 

earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant 

that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 

and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and 

grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the 

saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love 

of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness 

of God. 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly 

far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn to Announce        O Love of God, how strong and true      Hymnal 455 

   the Gospel  
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 6:1-21 

People        Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A 

large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for 

the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now 

the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a 

large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread 

for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was 

going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough 

bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. 

But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit 

down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about 

five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 

distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they 

wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments 

left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the 

fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve 

baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This 

is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world” 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 

him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and 

started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come 

to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they 

had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 

coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not 

be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 

reached the land toward which they were going. 
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Celebrant            The Gospel of the Lord. 

People                 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                                                                              The Rev. James Hanisian 

 

The Nicene Creed                  BCP 358 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

  of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

 he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
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He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People Form VI                BCP 392 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Rob our Bishop; and for all bishops and  
 other ministers; for Richard, our Priest Associate, and Caleb, our Rector-elect.  

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 
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For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence 

Leader and 
People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  

in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

 known and unknown, things done and left undone;  

and so uphold us by your Spirit  

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
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Anthem                                       O How Amiable                      Ralph Vaughn Williams 

Offertory Hymn        We plow the fields, and scatter (v. 1 & 3)      Hymnal 291 

 

The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer A)          BCP 361 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to 

new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Sanctus                   Hymnal S129 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 

we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 

Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to  live and die as 



11 

 

 

one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to  your 

will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his  disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for          

the remembrance of  me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,                  which is shed 

for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 

gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 

Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 

may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 

peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy        of your eternal 

kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him,  in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father now       and for 

ever.  AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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The Lord’s Prayer      BCP 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven,            

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,       

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread   

A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction Anthem   Hymnal S152 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Communion of the People 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

 

Communion Hymns             I come with joy to meet my Lord       Hymnal 304 

                                 Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest               Hymnal 306 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The people stand or kneel  

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 

singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant pronounces a blessing, to which the congregation responds, “AMEN” 

 

Procession                     O love, how deep, how broad, how high                 Hymnal 448 

     

Dismissal 

   Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

People     Thanks be to God.  

 

Voluntary      Rhythmic Trumpet                                    Seth Bingham 

 

Prayer List 

In our parish    People Requesting Prayer 

Earl Craig 

Fr. John Cawthorne 

Anne Freeling 

Anne Laudati 

Richard Laudati 

Jere Lewis 

Diane Trubia 

William Murphy 

Tammy Pollock 

Lyle Sullivan 

Jim Summey 

Joann Summey 

Pat Baker 

 

Richard O’Rourke      Bryce Harrelson  

Larry Sorrenti 

Tracy Calhoun Sorrenti 

Tammy Tilghman 

Sharon O’Rourke Berry 

Micheal Justice 

Steve Hatch 
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A Warm Welcome to Everyone! 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are new to St. Paul’s, please fill out a 

guest card and place it in the offering plate or give it to a greeter or an usher. 

Please, come visit us again. 

Announcements 

 

The Wilmington Boys Choir will host a summer camp, from 9 am to noon, each day, 

August 2
nd

 through 5
th

 at St. Therese Catholic Church at Wrightsville Beach.  Register 

boys 7 through vocal change at www.wilmingtonboyschoir.org for this free singing 

workshop that includes playing on the beach and lunch. 

 

Next Sunday, August 1, we will welcome Fr. Caleb Lee as our new rector.  Plan to join 

us for either the 8 am or 10:30 am Holy Eucharist.  We will have an opportunity for 

fellowship after both services.  Please plan to be a part of the celebration and join us to 

welcome Fr. Caleb and his family. 

 

If you are looking for a way to get involved at St. Paul’s, please consider helping in 

one of these ways: 

Children’s Ministry (teachers’ helpers, middle school teacher) 

Membership (team member, newcomers’ events, Greeter ministry coordinator) 

Pastoral Care (team member, MealTrain coordinator) 

 Parish Life (team member, chairperson) 

Contact Louise at admin@spechurch.com to get connected 

 

Cover art: 
The Feeding of the Five Thousand; Jesus Walking on the Water. Armenian manuscript, 1386. The J. Paul 

Getty Museum, Los Angeles. 

 

Permissions: Acclamation, collects, psalm, creed, and prayers taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 
Public domain. Texts of the Old Testament, New Testament, Epistle, and Gospel taken from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

http://www.wilmingtonboyschoir.org/
mailto:admin@spechurch.com
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

16 North Sixteenth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 

www.spechurch.com         (910) 762-4578 

Bulletin submissions: bulletin@spechurch.com (Deadline Mondays, 5:00 p.m.) 

E-news submissions: e-news@spechurch.com  (Deadline Mondays, 5:00 p.m.) 

The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop 

The Rev. Caleb Lee, Rector-elect 

The Rev. Richard Banks, Priest Associate 

Ronnie D. Wise, Director of Music and Organist 

Richard Rhoads, Assistant Director of Music and Organist 

Diane Matz-Kane, Bookkeeper 

Louise Buck, Interim Parish Administrator 

 

St. Paul’s Vestry 

Layne Dupree 

Ruth Gates 

Angela Green 

Matt Langley 

Steve Martin 

Joan Rosko Miller 

Sally Pope 

Teresa Singer (Sr. Warden) 

Tom Sramek (Jr. Warden) 

Rhonda Stroud 

Meaghan Thomas 

Merry Ann Wright 

 

Brenda Cunningham, Clerk 

Judy Wilson, Treasurer  

 

http://www.spechurch.com/
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