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To Know Christ and to make Christ known…
St. Paul’s invites all people to the Christian Way of unity with God and neighbor

through a welcoming environment of worship and ministry
Please enter the church in silence so that all may have quiet time to prepare hearts 

and minds for worship.

Annunciation
Edward Frampton

Mary, the Angel Gabriel: famous paintings
Who was Mary? A young girl in the unimportant village of Nazareth. She had a message from
God that the gospels describe as the visit of an angel. She was asked to be the mother of a son
who would one day be the Messiah. She accepted this awesome task.

Questions for Bible study groups
What’s your favorite Annunciation painting? Why? What do you like about it?

What are some of the main symbols of Mary in these paintings?

What do they mean?

How are angels presented in paintings of the Annunciation?

Hidden meanings in Annunciation paintings
Light passing through a glass window, or a walled garden, symbolize Mary’s chastity.

Christians believed the Annunciation took place in springtime – the Annunciation is celebrated
on 25 March, nine months before Christmas Day. So Mary is often shown with a spring !ower
in a vase, which later became a lily, symbol of virginity.

The archangel Gabriel is winged and traditionally in white. He may be descending towards the
Virgin, or standing or kneeling before her. In early examples the angel holds a sceptre tipped
with a !eur-de-lys, an attribute of Gabriel, but later he holds the lily. In Sienese paintings he
holds an olive branch, a sign of the enmity that existed between Siena and Florence, since a lily
was the emblem of Florence.

Mary is often shown with a book open at the celebrated prophecy of Isaiah (7:14), ‘A young
woman is with child, and she will bear a son . .’

The dove usually descends on a slanting ray of light that touches the Virgin’s head or breast,
delicately suggesting the moment of conception.

Italian Renaissance paintings show Mary in an open loggia, and only rarely in her house.
Northern artists put her in an ecclesiastical setting, because the Gothic style with pointed
arches and slender pillars symbolized Christianity and the Church. This contrasted with other
buildings — rounded arches, plain pillars and domes — which correspond to the architectural
style of the eastern Mediterranean, and are therefore symbolic of Judaism. The Virgin is
sometimes depicted within or standing at the door of a Gothic building, while nearby the
Romanesque crumbles into ruins.

The area in which the Virgin receives the angel is well lit, illuminated by the light of the Christian
faith, in contrast to the small dark windows of an ‘eastern’ (Romanesque) temple.
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Celebrant  Our King and Savior now draws near:
People  Come let us adore him.
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
  and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
  hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
  perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
  through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lighting of the Shepherd Candle
(As shepherds were living in the field, keeping watch over their flocks, an angel 
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, as the angel told 
them the good news of the birth of the Messiah.)
As the candle is lit:
Leader Glory to God in the highest heaven,
People and on earth peace among those whom he favors!  (Luke 2:14)
Leader Arise, shine; for your light has come,
People and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. (Isaiah 60:1)

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Celebrant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
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that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

The Trisagion
 Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, have mercy upon us.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus 
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.
The people may be seated.

A Reading from 2 Samuel (7:1-11, 16)
When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from 
all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am 
living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the 
king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant 
David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have 
not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt 
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to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I 
have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any 
of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you 
shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that 
they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall 
afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over 
my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the 
Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established 
forever.
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks Be to God.

Canticle 15 The Song of Mary Magnificat
Luke 1:46-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
 the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
 in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit.



5

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
 and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
 and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
 to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from Romans (16:25-27)
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 
kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings 
is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, 
to bring about the obedience of faith — to the only wise God, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks Be to God

Hymn to Announce the Gospel                          Ye who claim the faith of Jesus 

(continued next page)
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(continued next page)



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke (1:26-38)
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 
be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her.
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

7
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The Sermon   The Rev’d Raymond J. Hanna, Interim Rector

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father.
 Through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
  he came down from heaven:
  by the power of the Holy Spirit
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
  and was made man.
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
    he suffered death and was buried.
       On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
       he ascended into heaven
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
   and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
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 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Form VI  BCP 392–393
Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and Rob, our Bishop; and for all bishops and 
Ray, our interim rector; Adam, our assistant rector; Richard, our priest associate; 
and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Prayer for the Election of St. Paul’s next Rector
Heavenly Father, source of all knowledge, you know the needs of your church in
every place. Look graciously upon the people of St. Paul’s and grant our search
committee and Vestry the wisdom and discernment to call, with open hearts and
minds, a faithful pastor who will feed us, your flock, and equip us for our
ministries.



Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
Silence may be kept.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

Anthem                    The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came   Basque carol

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer B  BCP, pp. 367–369
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

10
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Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. (A proper preface is said here.)
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels andArchangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
Then the Celebrant continues  BCP 368-369
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
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Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer  BCP 364

The Breaking of the Bread      A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem  (Setting by William Bradley Roberts)
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast.

Agnus Dei  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us.  

Grant us peace.
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Communion of the People

Prayer For Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I
cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I
unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.
Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your
grace, I come into your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.

Communion Hymn     O come, O come, Emmanuel (verses 6-8)
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The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Sending Forth Of The Eucharistic Visitors
Celebrant and People
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts,
that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s
Body and Blood. We who are many are one body, for we all share one bread,
one cup.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
  Let us pray.
The people stand or kneel.
People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Celebrant pronounces a blessing to which the congregation responds, “AMEN.”

Dismissal
The Deacon dismisses the people
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.

People
Thanks be to God.

Voluntary                     Grand Chorus  Alexandre Guilmant



Prayer List
                             In our parish                                                                  People Requesting Prayer

Permissions: Acclamation, collects, psalm, creed, and prayers taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public 
domain. Texts of the Old Testament, New Testament, Epistle, and Gospel taken from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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