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Sunday, July 26, 2020 
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
To Know Christ and to make Christ known… 

St. Paul’s invites all people to the Christian Way of unity with God and neighbor 
through a welcoming environment of worship and ministry 
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Morning Prayer 

Prelude          
Officiant  Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2 

Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

The earth is the Lord’s, for he made it: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Invitatory S 41 Jubilate  
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Plainsong, Tone 4; adapt. Bruce E. Ford (b. 1947) 

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 
1Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 
  make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 2Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
  and speak of all his marvelous works. 
 3Glory in his holy Name; * 
  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
 4Search for the LORD and his strength; * 
  continually seek his face. 
 5Remember the marvels he has done, * 
  his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
 6O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
  O children of Jacob his chosen. 
 7He is the LORD our God; * 
  his judgments prevail in all the world. 
 8He has always been mindful of his covenant, * 
  the promise he made for a thousand generations: 
 9The covenant he made with Abraham, * 
  the oath that he swore to Issac, 
 10Which he established as a statute for Jacob, * 
  an everlasting covenant for Israel, 
 11Saying, “To you will I give the land of Canaan * 
  to be your allotted inheritance.” 45bHallelujah! 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 
Lector: Lindsay Joines 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis (29:15-28)  

Canticle 7: Te Deum laudamus 

1 We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
 All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting. 
2 To thee all Angels cry aloud, the Heavens and all the Powers therein. 
 To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry: 
3 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 
 Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 
4 The glorious company of the apostles praise thee. 
 The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee. 
5 The noble army of martyrs praise thee. 
 The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee, 
6 the Father, of an infinite majesty, 
 thine adorable, true, and only Son, 
 also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 
7 Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. 
 Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 
8 When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, 
 thou didst humble thyself to be born of a Virgin. 
9 When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 
 thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
10 Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 
 We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge. 
11 We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, 
 whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
12 Make them to be numbered with thy saints, 
 in glory everlasting 
Plainsong, Tone 8; adapt. and acc. Alastair Cassels-Brown (1927-2001) 
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A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (8:26-39) 

Canticle 13: A Song of Praise   John Rutter © 1985, Oxford University Press, Inc. 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew (13:31-33, 44-52) 

The Sermon                                                              The Rev’d Ray Hanna 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Suffrages 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your Name for ever. 
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain. 
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The Collect of the Day 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as 
our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not 
the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Second Collect 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns 
the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, 
incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; 
that, having done your will with cheerfullness during the day, we may, when 
night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Third Collect 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray 
you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and 
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are 
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer for the Election of St. Paul's next Rector 

Heavenly Father, source of all knowledge, you know the needs of your church in 
every place. Look graciously upon the people of St. Paul’s and grant our search 
committee the wisdom and discernment to call, with open hearts and minds, a 
faithful pastor who will feed us, your flock, and equip us for our ministries. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer for Guidance 

O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light rises up in 
darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace 
to ask what you would have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us 
from all false choices, and that in your light we may see light, and in your 
straight path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Office Hymn  Be thou my vision 
 

 
 
Words: Irish, ca. 700; versified Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880–1931); tr. Eleanor H. Hull (1860–1935), alt. 
Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927; harm. David Evans (1874–1948) 
Copyright: Words: This hymn appears courtesy of the Estate of Eleanor Hull and Chatto & Windus Ltd. 

    Music: By permission of Oxford University Press. 
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The Prayers of the People (Intercession and Thanksgiving, First Form) 
(Adapted from A New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa) 

Periods of silence may be kept. 

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of your 
Son. Therefore in confidence and trust we pray for the Church: For Michael 
our Presiding Bishop, Rob our own bishop, Ray our interim rector, Adam our 
assistant rector, and Richard our priest associate; 
Father, enliven the Church for its mission 
that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 

Breathe fresh life into your people. 
Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 

We pray for the world:  
(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.) 

Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. 
That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 

Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 
Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 

We pray for the community: 
(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.) 

God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives of 
others, especially Donald, our President and Roy, our Governor 
that all may act with integrity and courage. 

Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 

God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit, 
especially John, Elaine, Jere, William, Lyle and those friends of the Parish on 
our prayer list. 
May they know the power of your healing love. 

Make us willing agents of your compassion. 
Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 
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Especially remembering Walter Carl Henry Wuerthner, father of Carla Ortiz,  
we remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, and 
those whose faith is known to you alone. 
Father, into your hands we commend them. 

Give comfort to those who mourn. 
Bring them peace in their time of loss. 

Let us name the losses we have suffered during this pandemic and those things 
we long for in our lives. 

We praise you for all your saints who have entered your eternal glory. 
May their example inspire and encourage us. 

We pray for ourselves and our ministries: 

Lord, you have called us to serve you. 
Grant that we may walk in your presence: 
your love in our hearts, 
your truth in our minds, 
your strength in our wills; 
until, at the end of our journey, 
we know the joy of our homecoming 
and the welcome of your embrace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
©The Anglican Church in New Zealand and Polynesia. Used with permission. 
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The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will 
be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age 

to come life everlasting. Amen. 
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Officiant Let us bless the Lord, alleluia, alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia. 

Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  

(2 Corinthians 13:14) 
Postlude       Prelude in C Minor, S546                   J.S. Bach 

 
Permissions: Acclamation, collects, psalm, creed, and prayers taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 
Public domain. Texts of the Old Testament, New Testament, Epistle, and Gospel taken from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

16 North Sixteenth Street 
Wilmington, North Carolina 28401 

www.spechurch.com         (910) 762-4578 
Bulletin and E-news submissions: 

Please see the forms on our website  
at the bottom of this page: https://spechurch.com/e-news/ 

(Deadline Mondays 5:00 p.m.) 
The Rt. Rev’d Robert Skirving, Bishop 

The Rev’d Raymond Hanna, Interim Rector 
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